Nu MI. CXXIX. 


The GUARDIAN. 


——Animafque in Vulnere ponunt. 
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NG ER is fo unesfie a Gueſt in the Heart, N 
A that he may be faid to be born unhappy 


who is of a rough and cholerick Difpoti- 
tion. The Moraliſts have defined it to be, 
a defire of Revenge for fome Injury offered. Men, of 
hot and Heady Tempers, ate eagerly deficous of 


Vengeance, the very Moment they apprehend them- 
| felves injured: Whereas the Cool and Sedate watch 
proper Opportunities to return Grief for Grief to 


their Enemy. By this Means, it often happens that 
the Cholerick infi@ difproportioned Punifhments, 
upon flight, and fometimes imaginary Offences : but 
the temperately Revengeful have leifute to weigh 
the Merits of the Caufe ; and thereby either to ſmo- 
ther their fecret Refentments, or to ſeek proper and 
adequate Reparations for the Damages they have 
ſuſtained Weak Minds are apt to {peak well of 
the Man Of Fury; becaaſe, when the Storm is over, 
he is full of Sorrow and Repentance; but the Truth 
is, he is apt to commit ſuch Ravages during his 
Madnels, that when he comes io himfelf, he be- 
comes Tame then, for the fame Reafun that he 
tan Wild before, only to give bimfelf Lafe; and is 
2 Friend only to himfelf in both Extremities. Men 
of this unhappy Make, more frequently than apy 
others, expect that their Friends ſhould bear with their 
Infiemities. Their Friends ſhould in Return de- 
fire them to correé their Infirmaies. The com- 
mon Excuſes, That they cannot help it, That it is 
{oon over, That they harbour no Malice in their 
Hearts, are Arguments for pardoning a Bull or a 
Maſtiff; but fhall never reconcile me to an intelle- 
Cual Salvage. Why, indeed, ſhould any one ima- 
gine, that Perfons, independent upon him f, 


veuture into his Society, who hath hot * 
, fubdued his boiling Blood, but that he agmmay 
do fomething, the next Minute, which can 
never repair; and hath nothing to plead in his own 
behalf, but that he is apt to do Miſchief a8 faft as. 
he can. Such a Man may be feared. 


pitied, he can never be loved. 
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I would not hereby be fo underſtood, as if [meant 


to recommend flow and deliberate Malice: I would 
only obferve, that Men of Moderation are of a 
more amiable Character than the Rath and Inconſi- 
derate; but if they do not husband the Talent that 
Heaven hath beftowed upon them, they are as much 
more odious than the Cholerick, as the Devil is 


more hotrible than a Brute. rs is hard to ſay which 


of the two, when injured, is More troublefome to 


himfelf, or more hurtful to his Enemy; the one is 
_boiftrous and gentle by Fits, dividing his Life be- 


tween Guilt and Repentance, now all Tempeſt, a- 
gain all Sunſnine: The other hath a ſmoother but 
more lafting Anguith, lying undgre a perpetual 
Gloom; the lattér is a cowardly Man, the for mer a 
generous Beaſt. If he may be held unfortunate who 
cannot be ſure but that he may do ſomething the 
next Minute which he thall lament daring his Life; 
what fhall we think of him, who hath a Soul fo 
infected, that he can never be happy till he hath 
made another miſerable? What Wars may we ima- 
gine perpetually raging in his Breaft? what dark 
Stratagechs, unworthy Defigns, inhumane Withes, 
dreadtul ‘Refolutions! A Snake curled in many in- 
tricate Mazes, ready to (ting a Traveller, and to 
hifs him in the Pangs of Death, if no unfit Emblem 
of ſuch an artful, unſearchable Projector. Were 


Ito chufe an Enemy, whether fhould I wih for one 


that would ftab me me „ or one that would 
give me an Italian Poifon, ſubtle and lingring, yet 
as certainly fatal as the Stroak of a Stilletto: 2 
the Reader determine the Doubt in his own Mind. 


There is yet a third ſort of Revenge, if it may be 
Called a third, which is compounded of the other 
two: I mean the miftaken Honour which hath too 


often a place in generous Breaſts. Men of good 


Education, tho’ naturally Cholerick, reſtrain their 
Wrath ſo far as to ſeek convenient Times for Ven- 
geance. The ~~ Combat feems fo generous a 
ontroverfies, that, till 1 — 
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